PRODUCTION   AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL   SUPERSTRUCTURE
events, though he regards them as mere illusions, reflexes
in their brains. He admits that they influence the out-
ward form of the struggles and conflicts in history,
which at bottom are all of an economic nature;
the form, political, religious or national or whatsoever
else it may be, being but an illusion. In former ages,
says Engels in his treatise on Feuerbach, " when men's
souls were filled with religious ideas, their social interests
had to be placed before their minds in a religious dis-
guise ". It makes little difference whether the economic
situation is said to be the sole determining cause, or only
to override all other influences and determine the course
of history in the last resort. All these assertions are
a reflection which events produced in Marx's and Engels'
brains and which is indeed an illusion. The last sen-
tence, however, is of a certain importance, as it contains
the confession that the infinite multitude of phenomena
of which life consists, may be neglected whenever their
connection with the economic basis cannot be seen or
demonstrated. It must be said that Engels and his
adherents made abundant use of this privilege of ignoring
facts that did not agree with their theory. The whole
passage is but a repetition of the same assertion that the
economic basis is at the bottom of all, but no proof what-
ever of this assertion is furnished.
Then Engels assures us in this passage that it is
" the production and reproduction of real life " that is
the primary cause determining all else; yet a few lines
farther on he says that it is the " economic movement" ;
we heard before that it was the " mode of production ",
and at another time the " conditions of production "
are described as the basis of the ideological superstruc-
ture. These are four different terms ; are we to assume
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